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Acanthodiacrodium spinulosum Shakhmundes
sp. n.

Fig. 1d.

Holotype. Fig. 1d. Paleophytological Labora-
tory, All-Union Oil Prospecting Institute, Lenin-
grad, slide 7519/2. Caspian basin, Tersakkan
field, drillhole K-21, depth 90 to 100 m, sample
No. 18, dark-gray clay, the author's collection.
Lower Aptian.

Description. Envelope measuring 32.1 by
45.7 ; (38.1 to 55.6 p with processes). Broadly
oval in outline with thin, terminally pointed proc-
esses located in the polar regions of the long
axis.

Envelope less than 1 y thick, single-layered,
with spiny body sculpture. Spines up to 1 p high
uniformly distributed over entire body surface
1to 1.5 p apart. Processes 20 to 24 in number,
between 5.8 and 6.4 p long, thin, transparent,
terminally pointed, basal diameter of process
approximately equal to thickness of envelope;
processes concentrated in polar regions of long
axis and occupying approximately one-quarter
of the envelope in its longitudinal position. Vari-
ability not established. Color grayish-light
yellowish.

Material. A single find in good condition.

Comparison and comment. The species de-
scribed has the identifying marks indicated by
Timofeyev [4] for the Diacrodiaceae as a whole
and for the genus Acanthodiacrodium in particu-

lar. Ac. spinulosum mihi reveals similarity with

the Paleozoic Ac. papillare Timofeev (Fig. 1a,
b), but in contrast to the latter, the envelope of
our species is not glabrous but covered with

small, equidistant spines. It is distinguished
from Ac. timofeevi mihi by its broadly oval
shape and the finely spinose sculpture of the
envelope itself, and aiso by the shape and num-
ber of the processes.

Range. Lower Aptian of the Caspian basin.







	1 Acanthodiacrodium spinulosum.pdf
	2 Acanthodiacrodium spinulosum.pdf

