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21. Blackites bullatus Bown (2005) 
 

 

 
 

Pl. 22, figs 6-10. 
 
Derivation of name: From bullatus, meaning inflated, referring to the spine shape. 
Diagnosis: Rhabdolith with hollow, bulb-shaped spine (maximum width similar to that of 

the coccolith); rim relatively broad and outer cycle does not lie distally over inner cycle. 
Differentiation: Similar to Blackites globosus but with a narrower spine, and B. rotundus but 

has a broader, more rounded spine and an outer rim-cycle that does not lie distally 
above the inner cycle. 

Dimensions: H = 9.9-11.0µm; CW = 3.9-4.6µm; SW = 2.2-2.9µm. 
Holotype: Pl. 22, fig. 6. 
Paratype: Pl. 22, fig. 8. 
Type locality: TDP Site 2, near Kilwa, Tanzania. 
Type level: Middle Eocene, Sample TDP2-35-2, 49cm (Subzones NP14b/15a). 
Occurrence: NP14b/15a; TDP Site 2 (several questionable specimens were also recorded 

from NP15b and NP15c of the same section). 
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