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6. Blackites culter Dunkley Jones et al. (2009) 
 

   

    

 
Pl. 7, figs 7, 8, 18–20 

 
Derivation of name: From culter meaning knife or spear-point, referring to the appearance 

of this rhabdolith in LM. 
Diagnosis: Rhabdolith with a spine that has concave depressions running along its length, 

producing either a three (Y-shaped), or possibly four-fold (X-shaped), symmetry across 
the axis of the spine (Pl. 7, figs 18–20). In LM the spine is moderately dark in XPL and 
has a flat blade-like appearance. The spine broadens away from the coccolith to a 
maximum width approximately two-thirds of the way up the spine and then tapers to a 
point with an overall height approximately four times the width of the coccolith. 
Maximum spine-width is slightly less than the width of the basal coccolith. The rim is 
made up of two cycles lying side-by-side typical of the B. morionum group.  

Remarks: Relatively large Blackites bases observed in SEM (see Pl. 8, figs 3 & 9) are most 
likely the bases of Blackites culter (compare with the base of the specimen in Pl. 7, fig. 
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20).  
Differentiation: Gross morphology similar to B. flammeus Bown & Dunkley Jones, 2006 in 

LM but B. flammeus possesses a hollow, slightly asymmetric spine whereas B. culter has 
a flat, blade-like spine.  

Dimensions: H 6.7 μm, CW 3.3 μm, SW 1.7 μm.  
Type material: Holotype: Pl. 7, fig. 7. Paratype: Pl. 7, fig. 8.  
Type locality: TDP Site 12, Pande, Tanzania.  
Type level: upper Eocene, Sample TDP12/36–2, 70 cm (Subzone NP19/20).  
Occurrence: Rare throughout these EOB sections; NP19/20–21; TDP Sites 11, 12, 17.  
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