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19. Blackites ornatus Bown & Dunkley Jones (2006) 
 

 
 

Pl. 2, figs 31-34 (see also Bown, 2005, Pl. 26, figs 13-15). 
 
Derivation of name: From ornatus, meaning ‘ornament’, referring to the spine of this 

coccolith. Diagnosis: Large, table-tennis-bat-shaped spine covered in fine, cross-
hatched ornamentation when viewed in XPL. The spines have not been found attached 
to a coccolith base, and they appear to be rather flat. 

Remarks: Cross-hatched ornamentation is a common feature found towards the spine-ends 
of many Blackites species, but B. ornatus spines are more completely ornamented. 
Bramletteius Gartner, 1969 spines are similarly flat, but have no ornamentation (Pl. 2, 
fig.35). 

Dimensions: H = 10.4-11.0µm; W = 5.9-7.8µm. 
Holotype: Pl. 2, fig.32. 
Paratype: Pl. 2, fig.33. 
Type locality: TDP Site 13, Pande, Tanzania. 
Type level: Middle Eocene, Sample TDP13/16-1, 75cm (Zone NP16). 
Occurrence: NP15c-16; TDP Sites 2, 13. 
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