21. Blackites spiculiformis Bown & Dunkley Jones (2006)

holotype

Blackites spiculiformis TDP13/22-3

. 2um

Pl 3, figs 1-5

Derivation of name: From spica, meaning ‘spike’, referring to the spine of this coccolith.
Diagnosis: Rhabdolith coccolith with a Blackites gladius-like rim (see Bown, 2005, p.34) and
a relatively short, narrow, tapering, hollow spine that may incorporate a basal collar.
Differentiation: Similar to Blackites creber (Deflandre, 1954), but with a shorter, broader
spine. Differentiated from B. vitreus (Deflandre, 1954) by its narrower spine and lack of
prominent, basal spine buttresses.

Dimensions: H = 6.3-7.8um; W =4.2-4.7um.

Holotype: Pl. 3, fig.2 (figs 1, 3 same specimen).

Paratype: Pl. 3, fig.4 (fig.5 same specimen).

Type locality: TDP Site 13, Pande, Tanzania.

Type level: Middle Eocene, Sample TDP13/18-1, 30cm (Subzone NP15b).

Occurrence: NP15; TDP Site 13.
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