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28. Blackites turritus Bown (2005) 
 

 

 
 

Pl. 23, figs 6-10. 
 
Derivation of name: From turritus, meaning having turrets, referring to the turret-like 

spine morphology. 
Diagnosis: Rhabdolith with tall spine, constructed from at least two or three distinct 

structural/crystallographic units when viewed in XPL; there may be a small, terminal 
papilla. Typically, spine taller than width of coccolith, and near-parallel-sided, or 
slightly tapering, before terminating quite sharply; spine usually about half width of 
coccolith. Rim relatively broad and outer cycle does not lie distally over inner cycle. 

Dimensions: H = 3.9-5.8µm; CW = 3.6-4.6µm; SW = 2.2-2.7µm. 
Holotype: Pl. 23, fig. 6 (figs 7, 8 same specimen). 
Paratype: Pl. 23, fig. 10. 
Type locality: TDP Site 7B, near Kwamatola, Tanzania. 
Type level: Lower Eocene, Sample TDP7B-33-1, 20cm (Zone NP10). 
Occurrence: NP9b/10-10; TDP Sites 7A, 7B. 
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