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29. Blackites virgatus Bown (2005) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Pl. 25, figs 6-15. 
 
Derivation of name: From virgatus, meaning striped, referring to the distinct appearance of 
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the spine. 
Diagnosis: Large rhabdoliths with tall, hollow spine that is widest at its base, tapers to a 

point, and is distinctively coarsely striated in XPL. Rim broad and outer cycle does not 
lie distally over inner cycle. Screw-like in overall appearance. 

Differentiation: Blackites spines are often striated in distal parts but never as strongly or as 
completely as in this species. 

Dimensions: H = 15.6-17.2µm; CW = 5.4-5.5µm; SW = 2.3-2.7µm. 
Holotype: Pl. 25, fig. 11 (figs 12, 13 same specimen). 
Paratype: Pl. 25, fig. 14. 
Type locality: TDP Site 2, near Kilwa, Tanzania. 
Type level: Middle Eocene, Sample TDP2-2-1, 15cm (Subzone NP15c). 
Occurrence: NP15b-c; Site TDP2. 
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