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70. Polypodorhabdus madingleyensis Black (1971) 
 

 
Fig. 37 

 
Fig. 37. Polypodorhabdus madingleyensis Black, distal view. Oxfordian: Upper Oxford Clay. Cambridge 

Experimental Borehole, Cambridge, England. No. 22800, x 8,000. 

 
Diagnosis: A species of Polypodorhabdus with a solid spine and four strong fibrous 

buttresses following the axes of the ellipse, 24 to 30 rays in the distal shield, and 14 to 
20 grid bars, always fewer in number than the rays of the distal shield. 

Holotype: No. 17413 from the Upper Oxford Clay (lower Oxfordian), Cambridge 
Experimental Borehole, 220 ft 3 in. to 221 ft 3 in. Black 1968, p. 806, pl. 150, fig.2. 

Dimensions of Holotype: Distal shield 6.8 x 5.0µ, 30 rays; central area 4.2 x 3.0µ, 20 grid 
bars. 

Remarks: This species is conspicuous in samples from the Upper Oxford Clay and the 
Kimmeridge Clay; a very similar, and possibly identical species is also present in the 
Speeton Clay. P. madingleyensis differs from P. escaigi of the Oxford Clay in having a 
solid spine, and in the much stronger development of the striated buttresses. 
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