
Description: 

Rhabdosphaera spinosa GAARDER, 1954 

Fig. 10 - Rhabdosphaera spinosa n. sp. St. 36. Resting 
spores? a) surface view, b) the same in equatorial cross sec­
tion, after treatment with dilute acid, c) equatorial cross sec-

tion of another cell, content not drawn. 

Rhabdosphaera 
spinosa 

The cells are subglobular to ovoid - longest axis shortest axis 1 to 1.5. They are covered 

with densely set coccoliths, which consist of a rather thin, subcircular basal plate bearing a 

thin, conical spine with a length of about 4-4.5 fJ., slightly longer than the diameter of the plate. 

The coccoliths may be completely dissolved by dilute hydrochloric acid. Fig. 10 b shows the 

cell of fig. 10 a after such treatment. The cell now appears very thickwalled and densely 

packed with what are probably amyloid granules. Fig. 10 c shows another cell in optical cross 

section. As the spines may be easily broken, some cells appear with only a few coccoliths 

intact, the wall is otherwise covered with small warts consisting of the basal plate of the coc­

colith and the basal part of the spine. Length (incl. spines) 30-45 fl· 

Remarks: 

Along the coast of north-west Africa and in the area between the Azores and the Sargasso Sea, 

there occurred some very characteristic spiny organisms which, preliminarily, will be regarded 

as resting spores of a new species of Rhabdosphaera. 

Fig. 10 shows R. spinosa spores found off Cape Bojador. 

Type level: 

Recent. 

Type locality: 

Atlantic Ocean. 
Area II: Sts. 32, 34, 36. Area III: Sts. 60, 63. 

Depository: 

Not given. 
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