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204. Salisia gartneri Varol (2004) 
 

 

 

Fig. 1, 13-16 
 

Diagnosis: Strictly circular species of Salisia n. g. with 13 or fewer radial slits in its distal 
shield. 

Derivation of name: In honour of Prof. Dr. S. Gartner, College Station, USA. 
Holotype: Fig. 1, 16. 
Type level: ZoneNNI9, Pleistocene. 
Type locality: Sample TP 105, Tetepare Island, Solomon Islands. 
Dimension of holotype: Diameter = 8.0 µm, Central opening = 3.0 µm. 
Description: Circular placolith consisting of monocyclic distal shield and proximal shield, 

tube cycle and delicate central mesh which is usually dissolved by adverse 
preservational conditions. The number of slits in its distal shield is 13 or fewer. The 
shields and tube cycle are made up of R-Crystal units and, therefore, appear 
birefringent under polarised light. The size of the placolith and the width of tube cycle 
varies, therefore by using these criteria, a further subdivision of this species is possible. 
The size of placoliths seems to increase with time. A placolith size greater than 6.5 µm 
appears to be confined to Zone NN 19, Pleistocene. 

Remarks: Salisia gartneri n. sp. is distinguished from Salisia pacifica n. comb. by being 
strictly circular. It differs from Salisia kamptneri n. sp. by fewer numbers of slits (<13) in 
its distal shield. Salisia gartneri n. sp. is distinguished from Salisia ovata n. comb. by 
being circular and having fewer numbers of slits (<13) in its distal shield. 
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