Solisphaera palmula Bown (2016)

18. Solisphaera palmula

17. Solisphaera palmula 27/7-1, 6cm 19/26-1. 25cm
Pl. 13, figs 16-18

Derivation of name: From palmula, meaning ‘blade of an oar’, referring to the curving, blade-
like morphology of this species.

Diagnosis: Very small, narrow, flat or slightly curving, tapered-trapezoid processes formed
from miniscule, overlapping, elongate elements. The elements are arranged in 15-20
rows that slope from upper left to lower right.

Remarks: Two simple coccoliths, with very narrow rim, central plate and no process, are
associated with a group of specimens that may be a collapsed coccosphere (Pl. 13, fig.
16); these may represent polymorphic coccoliths similar to those seen in extant species
of Solisphaera.

Differentiation: See the discussion of comparisons with extant species for S. tegula, above.
Solisphaera palmula is smaller, narrower and more elongate than S. tegula.

Dimensions: L =1.6-2.2um; W = 0.8-1.1um.

Holotype: Pl. 13, fig. 16.

Paratype: Pl. 13, fig. 18.

Type locality: TDP Site 19, Pande, Tanzania.

Type level: Upper Paleocene, Sample TDP19/26-1, 25cm (Zone NP6).
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Occurrence: Zone NP6; TDP Site 19.
Range: Middle-Upper Paleocene Zones NP5-6; TDP Sites 19 and 27.
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